10 STEPS TO SUCCESS IN THE 

BRIGHT IDEAS CLASSROOM

But first: Get the classroom ready.  Set up overhead projector; set up flip chart, board, write-on transparencies or something similar to write on.  Set up chairs so you can use a variety of activities, including whole group, pairs, or small groups.

1. “CHECK-IN” AND CONVERSATION:  Spend some time at the beginning of each class asking students open-ended questions that will relax them and get them talking and thinking in English.  Give students a chance to say what they want to say with whatever language they have.  Give them a few words here and there to help them along, but don’t correct their pronunciation or grammar at this time. 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS:  " What's new?"  "What did you do yesterday?"  “What about the weather--Do you think it will rain?”  “Did you watch TV last night?”  
2.  REVIEW WORDS AND PHRASES FROM PREVIOUS LESSONS:  Start each  

class with a review of what you taught the students in previous classes. 

SAMPLE:  “Good morning.  My name is _______.  And you?  What is your name?”

“Would you like some juice or coffee?”  “What did you have for breakfast?”  

“Would you like to go for a walk in the park?”  “What do you buy in a pharmacy?”

3. START EACH NEW LESSON WITH SOMETHING VISUAL: 

      Show a picture or object, or make a face or body action to illustrate what you're going 

      to talk about.  Discuss what the students will learn today and get their input on what 

      interests them.  Write on the board some key words from the lesson to get students    

      ready.

      SAMPLE VISUALS: Pictures you took with your digital camera, pictures from 

      magazines or newspapers, personal pictures, overheads from the BRIGHT IDEAS 

     curriculum, fruit, medication bottle.

4.   KEEP STUDENTS MOVING AND HAVING FUN:  Direct students to do        

activities that make them move.

SAMPLE ACTIVITIES: “Touch your nose,” “Pick up your book,” “Raise your right hand,” “Walk down the hall to the second door on your right.”  Use songs to get students tapping their toes and snapping their fingers.  Ask students to stand in a line and position themselves in order, such as from oldest to youngest, shortest to tallest, longest to shortest time in the U.S., etc.  Bring in different foods and ask students to arrange them by price (they have to guess), or in alphabetical order.  

5.  SHOW STUDENTS HOW ENGLISH WORKS:  Start a new lesson by 

introducing some of the key words and phrases, pronounce them clearly and ask students to repeat them after you.   Use whole sentences or phrases, such as “The man is sick.  He has an earache.”  Don’t worry about grammar too much.  Show students how patterns work instead of trying to explain grammar. Use role-plays, visuals, objects, and flashcards.
6. GIVE EVERYONE MANY CHANCES TO TALK:  Every student should spend  at least 10 minutes of every class hour talking in English.  

The best way to make sure that happens is to put students in small groups or pairs, and give them tasks  related to the lesson.   

SAMPLE ASSIGNMENTS: “Say three things you ate yesterday.”  “Say what you do when you can’t sleep.”  “Role play making an appointment with a doctor or clinic.” Use a chart to help organize the conversation, but ask students to talk first and write things down later. Ask one person from each group to tell the whole class what they discussed.  Repeat key phrases for the whole group. 

7. REINFORCE LEARNING THROUGH LISTENING:  Check to make sure students understand words or phrases by asking them to write down “TRUE” or “NOT TRUE” to statements you read to them.  For example, “Donuts are good for you”;  or  “If you need medicine, you should go a pharmacy.”  Make 4 or 5 statements, and discuss the answers with the group. 

Dictate vocabulary words or a few simple phrases to the group and ask them to write them down. 

8. HELP STUDENTS REMEMBER VOCABULARY WORDS:  Review some of 

the key words and phrases and ask students to write the ones they want to remember in their notebooks or on “flash” cards.  If they use cards, they should write in English on one side and either put a picture or native language on the other side.  Students can “test” themselves and each other with the flash cards

9.   TAKE YOUR LESSONS OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM:  

Get out of the classroom and walk around the neighborhood, visit stores and parks, and take regular field trips. Make it possible for your students to use English in “real life.”  Plan language activities for field trips.  Do them in the classroom before the trip, during the trip, and afterwards

SAMPLE ACTIVITIES: Write down 10 things you see; copy 5 signs that you are not sure about; ask one person for directions to the nearest post office;  ask one shop keeper when the store closes; take pictures with the digital camera and then explain why you took that picture.

10. INVOLVE STUDENTS IN TAKING PICTURES AND TELLING STORIES ABOUT THEMSELVES:  We want students to eventually visit other Bright Ideas classes to share their stories.  To prepare for sharing, have students interview each other about their country, their families, and their lives.  Have students take pictures of each other and of the group inside and outside the classroom. Have students share the problems they are having with English.  Set up role plays so they can act out situations and feel comfortable talking. 
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