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BIRD’S EYE VIEW

My entire career — in radio, Web and writing — has revolved around a trio of linked activities: listening, organizing disparate information, and expressing complex ideas in a clear, imaginative way. Each medium has its own challenges. Radio documentaries are ephemeral, print projects follow a sequential storyline, and Web content must hold its own in non-linear form. But the threads of inventive communication and cultural sensitivity are the same. As I anticipate the practice of TESOL, it seems the same skills are central, with the added dimension of working in an immediate, interactive setting.

Since the start of my media career in the early 1980s, I’ve chosen to work primarily as a freelancer, which has given me opportunities to travel and experience diverse work partnerships in the U.S. and abroad. 

WEB

I have a solid foundation in basic HTML and graphics production, but my deepest experience lies in content development, information architecture and project management. I’ve worked extensively with programmers, designers, science journalists, videographers and other Web specialists. In addition to creating the public side of sites, I’ve managed programmers and others in developing back-end, custom content management systems.

I have taken a lead role in the development of numerous sites. My first, built in 1996–1997, was for Youth Radio, a media organization dedicated to training disadvantaged high school children in media production. I directed a group of teenagers in developing content for the then-new Internet medium, and worked with them to build their first Web presence, which they have long since carried far beyond that early phase to create a forum for activist youth and an archive for their programming.

Since that time I went on to help build scores of sites, the majority of which were nonprofit: from simple online brochures to 150-page interactive, database-driven, educational resources. 

RADIO

I started out as a radio producer in the early 1980s during National Public Radio’s adolescent years. My first program concerned a then-new phenomenon: male strippers. I was distracted during recording. It wasn’t until I finished interviewing the last leopard-bikini-clad dancer that I came to the realization that my microphone had been unplugged the whole time. Still, I remained in radio for over twenty years, succeeding in getting grants, producing dozens of feature- and documentary-length programs and having the good fortune of winning major national awards (Corporation for Public Broadcasting, Ohio State, Broadcast Media, National Federation of Community Broadcasters and others).

As a producer, I’ve handled all aspects of making a program, from research and planning to field recording to audio editing and mixing. I’ve produced scores of nationally and internationally broadcast programs that have aired on National Public Radio (including the news-magazine programs All Things Considered and Morning Edition), British Broadcasting Corporation, Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, Australian Broadcasting Corporation, South African Broadcasting Corporation and others. 

My work has been described as “enhanced oral history”: an evocative, sound-enriched interweaving of the personal stories and folklore of everyday people. I’ve also produced spots for commercial radio and have served on national grants and awards panels, including the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and the National Federation of Community Broadcasters.

The project that most influenced me (see admissions essay) was Truth Telling: Stories of Our Lives, a two-month special project in Cape Town, South Africa. For the radio production component, I was co-executive producer of two oral history documentaries about life under apartheid, in collaboration with South African journalists at Institute for Democracy in South Africa. The project was made possible by grants from the Ford and Rockefeller Foundations. 

(To listen to radio samples of various of my programs, see my Web site at www.wormlips.com and look for the link on the right-hand side to “Radio Programs.”)

WRITING

I wrote my first story, The Changing-Colored Dragon, when I was seven. Unfortunately, the title was the first thing I wrote, so by the time I was finished, the name needed fine-tuning. The Changing-Colored Dragon That Didn’t Change Colors Very Much was my first lesson in planning and adaptability. 

While I still like to make up titles and then think of a story to match, my professional approach is to identify, research and structure the big ideas and express them in a voice and style tailored to the intended readers. I’m a perfectionist when it comes to content hierarchy, accuracy and internal consistency. And whatever its form and purpose, I try to infuse every writing project equally with imagination and strict attention to audience: principles I attempt to apply to verbal communication as well. 

I also maintain a blog which I use as a playground for keeping my writing skills sharp. In particular I enjoy crafting stories about my travel adventures, such as last year’s trip to Central America: http://www.wormlips.com/blog/central-america-2008. I’m currently at work on writing a photo-essay about my trip last winter to Nepal and Tibet.

TEACHING & TUTORING

In each of my three areas of professional expertise — radio, Web and writing — I have had the opportunity to teach small groups or tutor individuals, which has proven highly rewarding. It’s a cliché to say that the greatest pleasure has been in learning from my students, but it’s true. Teaching is also a powerful way to examine and synthesize one’s own understanding of what one really knows.

Radio

· Artist-in-Residence, Nevada City, CA, 1995–1997: developed and taught beginning and advanced radio documentary production classes. Made possible by a grant from the California Arts Council.

· With Truth Telling: Stories of Our Lives in South Africa (see above), one of my central roles was to design and lead broadcast training workshops in radio production techniques and journalism standards. Since South African media had been run by the state until the previous year, these skills were little known to many nascent reporters. 

Web

· An integral facet of the development of the Youth Radio Web site in 1995 was the educational component. Before the teenagers could participate in the development of their Web site, I taught them the basics, from HTML and graphics production to content creation and editing. It was a pleasure to help them develop their original ideas into fully realized Web features.

Writing

· As a volunteer for one school year with WriterCoach Connection in 2005–2006 (http://www.writercoachconnection.org), I served as a weekly tutor for high school students, a number of whom were in the ESL program.

ESL

· 2008–2009: I’ve taken classes in the University of California Extension’s (Berkeley and Santa Cruz) TESOL certificate series: in linguistics for educators, grammar fundamentals, and second-language acquisition. 

· 2009: I currently volunteer for Refugee Transitions (www.reftrans.org), providing tutoring in English as a Second Language as well as moral support to a 57-year-old woman who is a recent refugee from Bhutan.

ENRICHMENT
Among my personal passions are:

· Travel and intercultural/intergenerational communication. I’ve had the good fortune to spend at least a month each in Ireland, Greece, Guatemala, South Asia (Nepal and Tibet), as well as in culturally rich regions in the U.S. such as Appalachia. 

· Spanish language (I’m a low-intermediate speaker, but hope to achieve fluency one day).

· Irish dance (my team won the North American Championship a few years back!).

· Photography and writing.

· Collecting informal oral history.

· Hiking, camping, nature activities.

EDUCATION

2008–2009:
University of California, Berkeley Extension: TESOL courses

2008:
University of California, Santa Cruz Extension: TESOL course

1996–1997, 2009:
San Francisco State University Extension: multimedia and design

1991–1997:
Sierra College: enrichment classes

1988–1989:
Hayward State: graduate courses in counseling and educational psychology

1979–1980:
San Francisco State: graduate courses in radio broadcasting

1977–1978:
San José State: graduate courses in journalism and mass communications

1975–1976:
San Francisco Art Institute, bachelor of fine arts in photography

1972–1975:
Pratt Institute, fine and applied arts program
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